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IMMEDIATELY

ENROLLMENT OF 8,549 'BETTER THAN EXPECTED'
AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
MISSOULA-Fal I quarter enrollment at the end of the first three weeks of classes at the
University of Montana in

~~issoula

reached 8,549 by Friday (Oct. 12), "an enrol Jment figure

vlh i ch is much better than we had expected," UM President Robert T. Pantzer announced.

The office of UM Registrar Emma B. Lommasson reported Friday that this fal I 's
enrollment figure of 8,549 students is 200 (2.2 per cent) below the 1972 fal I quarter
enrollment of 8,749, the figure reported at the end of the first five weeks of fal I
classes last year.
"We had expected a decline of as much as 400 in the student body this fal I, so it is
gratifying to report that our enrollment is down only 200," Pantzer said. "When we have
completed our final summing up, our actual enrollment decline wi I I be even less than it
is now."
Most of this fall's decline is in the number of male students enrol led at UM.

A

total of 5,359 men are at the University this fat I, 183 less than the 5,542 men enrolled
in the fat I of 1972.

The number of women students declined by only 17 this fat I.

There

were 3,207 coeds on campus a year ago, compared with 3,190 reported Friday.
Commenting on this fall's enrollment, Dr. Richard G. Landini, UM academic vice
president, said, "Part of this year's decline is attributable to the fact that fewer
col lege-level transfer students were accepted for admission by the University this fat I.
We tend to draw a good many of our transfer students from other units in the (Montana
University) System, and since their enrollments have sharply declined in recent years, the
numbe r transf e rri ng to the University has necessarily diminished. Also, the male enrollment
decreased somewhat, perhaps because of the fact that the mi I itary draft is no longer in
effect."
Landini also said that a growing trend among high school graduates "seems to be toward
full-time employment for a year or two before entering college."
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